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Charles F. Kettering  
We should all be concerned about the future because we will have to 
spend the rest of our lives there. 
 
Al- Hujarat: 13  
Allah menciptakan manusia dari laki-laki dan perempuan, berbangsa-
bangsa dan bersuku-suku, supaya mereka saling mengenal. 
Sesungguhnya di antara mereka yang paling mulia di sisi Allah adalah 
orang yang lebih taqwa”. 
 
R. A. Kartini  
Kemenangan yang seindah indahnya dan sesukar- sukarnya yang boleh 
direbut oleh manusia ialah menundukkan diri sendiri. 
 
Alice Walker  
For in the end, freedom is a personal and lonely battle; and one faces 
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DENIK FAJAR DARMAWANTI, A 320 080 103. AFRICAN AMERICAN 
WOMEN’S SUFFERING IN ALICE WALKER’S THE COLOR PURPLE 
(1982) NOVEL: A FEMINIST APPROACH. RESEARCH PAPER. 
MUHAMMADIYAH UNIVERSITY OF SURAKARTA. 2012. 
 The major problem of this study is how African- American women’s suffering 
is reflected in The Color Purple novel by Alice Walker. The objective of this study is 
to analyze the novel based on structural elements and to analyze the novel based on 
feminist approach. 
 In analyzing The Color Purple novel, the writer uses qualitative method and 
feminist approach. The object of the study is Alice Walker’s The Color Purple novel 
published in 1982. The data sources consist of primary data and secondary data 
sources. The primary data sources is The Color Purple novel itself and the secondary 
data sources are the other sources related to the analysis such as books of literary 
theory, the author’s biography, and the other relevant information to analysis of this 
research. The method of the data collection is library research. The technique of data 
analysis is descriptive analysis. 
 The outcome of the study is shown in the following conclusions. First, from 
the structural analysis of the novel, it shows that Alice Walker wants to express her 
idea about how women are suffered by their society that is caused by the whites and 
black men. Second, based on Feminist Approach, the conclusion is that there is 
African – American women’s suffering in the Alice Walker’s The Color Purple 
novel. Walker creates that unfair treatment will always result rebellion. Third, this 
novel presents the social construction that women who have suffering and pains in 
their lives can transform their lives to a better life. 
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